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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0267 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS PFOR PINS LA TH SHUM 

SUB J : THAI AND LAO TROOPS EXCHANGE GUNFIRE ACROSS MEKONG 
NEAR VIENTIANE 

1 . THAI AND LAO TROOPS BEGAN AN EXCHANGE OF SMALL ARMS 
FIRE ACROSS THE MEKONG AT A POINT APPROXIMATELY ONE 
KILOMETER NORTH OF THE CENTER OF THE CITY AT ABOUT 0945 
HOURS (LOCAL TIME) FEBRUARY 9. AS OF 1200 HOURS SMALL 
ARMS FIRE WAS CONTINUING INTERMITTENTLY WITH THREE LAO 
TROOPS REPORTEDLY PINNED DOWN ON A LARGE SAND DUNE IN 
THE MEKONG NEAR THE LAO SHORE. ONE LAO SOLDIER IS 
REPORTEDLY WOUNDED OR DEAD. TWO SMALL THAI RIVER PATROL 
BOATS ARE ON THE SCENE BUT AS OF 1200 WERE INACTIVE. 

2. LAO TROOPS BEARING SMALL ARMS ARE CONVERGING SLOWLY 
ALONG THE LAO BANK ALONG WITH CURIOUS LAO CIVILIANS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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RELIABLE REPORTS INDICATE THAT THAI TROOPS ARE BEING 
SENT TO THE OPPOSITE POINT ON THE THAI SHORE. 

3. THE INCIDENT REPORTEDLY BEGAN WHEN TWO LAO ATTEMPTED 
TO SWIM TO THAILAND BUT WERE BROUGHT UNDER FIRE BY LAO 
BORDER SENTRIES. TWO THAI PATROL BOATS REPORTEDLY 
PICKED UP THE TWO SWIMMERS AND EXCHANGED FIRE WITH THE 
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LAO TROOPS WHO FIRED ON THE SWIMMERS. THAI TROOPS ON 
THE THAI SHORE ALSO BEGAIN FIRING SMALL ARMS SUCCESSFULLY 
PINNING DOWN THREE LAO TROOPS ON THE SAND DUNE. 

4. THE CITY REMAINS CALM WITH NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY EXCEPT 
FOR SMALL KNOTS OF PEOPLE GATHERING ALONG THE RIVER 
ROAD NEAR THE CENTER OF THE CITY. SOME THAI SMALL ARMS 
FIRE REPORTEDLY STRUCK BUILDINGS ON THE LAO SHORE AND 
LOCAL SOURCES SAID THAT THREE ROUNDS FROM HEAVY WEAPONS 
WERE HEARD FROM THE THAI SIDE. 

CORCORAN 
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